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2022 BUDGET MESSAGE FROM DANIEL P. McCOY

When I wrote this message two years ago, I could never have imagined the global events that have transpired over the last 18 months.
In Albany County, we have tragically lost hundreds of our friends, family members and neighbors to COVID-19 and we have all felt
the impacts of the pandemic on our lives. I would like to express my deep gratitude to all who have helped in this fight: those who are
vaccinated; the healthcare workers who treated the ill; our essential workers, including many County employees, who kept our society
functioning; and all the residents of Albany County who found ways to give back during these challenging times. We came together
as a society in a time of need and showed what we are made of.

The economic impacts of this pandemic will be felt for years to come and will have repercussions that we cannot yet fully grasp.
What portion of the workforce will continue to work remotely? How will this impact our business districts and alter home buying
pressures throughout the County? When will leisure and business travel return to pre-pandemic levels? When will global supply
chains catch up with the myriad shortages that impact consumer and businesses on a regular basis? Everything from items in our
grocery stores to essential components needed to build cars have been affected. These factors need to be considered when making
forecasts for our economic future and have been incorporated into this budget. Recent upticks in our sales tax collections are very
welcome but their sustainability is not yet known. The COVID-19 virus continues to evolve and we must be vigilant and continue the
path of prudent fiscal management that we have been on since I took office in 2012.

When I was sworn in as County Executive we faced significant financial challenges. Through hard work, partnerships, and well
thought out plans we righted the ship and built our reserves to all-time highs. We did this while also expanding services and
maintaining one of the lower effective property tax rates in New York State. Our reserves allowed us to make it through the economic
shutdown without layoffs or furloughs and in many cases we increased our assistance to those in need.

Building upon the success of the Early Separation Payout (ESP) program, I tasked my staff to work with all departments to formalize
long-term plans for their workforce. This Comprehensive Workforce Development Plan will guide us as we modernize and invest in
our workforce. It will make us more efficient, increase utilization of new technology, and provide more opportunities for our
employees to advance their careers with the County without placing an undue burden on our taxpayers. The approaches taken by
departments will vary, but they will all work toward the same goal of modernizing our workforce and improving the way we deliver
services to the residents of Albany County. .

We continue to focus on economic development through the growth of our Local Development Corporation focused specifically on
the needs of Albany County. The Advance Albany County Alliance collaborates with public, private and non-profit partners to create
robust economic opportunities for all residents and has already played a part in local economic victories in the growth of the offshore
wind industry, retention of local employers, and support for small businesses. The County Legislature has been a true partner in this
enterprise and we look forward to building on these early successes. This will be a key component in defining our economic future as
we determine our ‘“new normal” and I have included $250,000 in this budget to help support this initiative.

Another initiative that will be vital to our rebuilding effort will be the Albany County Land Bank. The economic shutdown brought
with it a foreclosure moratorium, pausing the County tax foreclosure process. The Land Bank is uniquely positioned to help the
County and its residents to manage the impacts that will be felt by the resumption of this process. This budget contains an additional
$250,000 in grant funding to the Land Bank, bringing our total level of support to $3,500,000 during my time in office.

This is the fourth year of Statewide Implementation of the Hurrell-Harring indigent legal defense reform that I championed with our
partners in the State Legislature. The program is fully funded by New York State and continues to improve indigent legal services by
increasing access to quality defense and reducing caseloads for the County’s defense attorneys.

I would like to thank legislative leadership for working with my administration in our effort to keep Albany County moving forward
with our mutual goal of improving the quality of life for our residents while maintaining fiscal prudence. I look forward to reviewing
the budget together over the coming weeks and steering the County toward a better economic future.



ALBANY COUNTY ELECTED OFFICIALS

Honorable Daniel P. McCoy
County Executive

Honorable Craig D. Apple
County Sheriff

Honorable Bruce A. Hidley
County Clerk

Honorable Susan A. Rizzo
County Comptroller

Honorable P. David Soares
District Attorney

County Coroners
Honorable Timothy J. Cavanaugh
Honorable John G. Keegan
Honorable Paul L. Marra, 111
Honorable Antonio Sturges

Legislative Leaders
Honorable Andrew Joyce, Chairman
Honorable Dennis A. Feeney, Majority Leader
Honorable Frank A. Mauriello, Minority Leader



ALBANY COUNTY LEGISLATORS

Honorable Carolyn McLaughlin
District 1

Honorable Merton D. Simpson
District 2

Honorable Wanda F. Willingham
District 3

Honorable Norma J. Chapman
District 4

Honorable Matthew T. Peter
District 5

Honorable Samuel I. Fein
District 6

Honorable Beroro T. Efekoro
District 7

Honorable Lynne Lekakis
District 8

Honorable Andrew C. Joyce
District 9

Honorable Gary W. Domalewicz
District 10

Honorable Frank J. Commisso
District 11

Honorable William M. Clay
District 12

Honorable Raymond F. Joyce
District 13

Honorable Alison McLean Lane
District 14

Honorable Robert J. Beston
District 15

Honorable Sean E. Ward
District 16

Honorable Bill Ricard
District 17

Honorable Gilbert F. Ethier
District 18

Honorable Todd A. Drake
District 19

Honorable David B. Mayo
District 20

Honorable Jennifer A. Whalen
District 21

Honorable Peter B. Tunny
District 22

Honorable Paul J. Burgdorf
District 23

Honorable Nathan L. Bruschi
District 24

Honorable Joseph E. O’Brien
District 25

Honorable Patrice Lockart
District 26

Honorable Frank A. Mauriello
District 27

Honorable Dennis A. Feeney
District 28

Honorable Mark E. Grimm
District 29

Honorable Dustin M. Reidy
District 30

Honorable Jeff S. Perlee
District 31

Honorable Mickey Cleary
District 32

Honorable William Reinhardt
District 33

Honorable Joanne Cunningham
District 34

Honorable Jeffery D. Kuhn
District 35

Honorable Matthew Miller
District 36

Honorable Zach Collins
District 37

Honorable Victoria A. Plotsky
District 38

Honorable Christopher H. Smith
District 39



ALBANY COUNTY DEPARTMENTS

AGING
Deborah Riitano, Commissioner

ALTERNATE PUBLIC DEFENDER
Tina K. Sodhi, Esq., Alternate Public Defender

CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES
Moira Manning , Commissioner

CIVIL SERVICE
Michael A. Lalli, Director

CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
Lisa Godlewski, Executive Director

COUNTY CLERK
Bruce A. Hidley, County Clerk

COUNTY COMPTROLLER
Susan A. Rizzo, County Comptroller

COUNTY CORONER
Timothy J. Cavanaugh
John G. Keegan

Paul L. Marra, II1
Benjamin M. Sturges

COUNTY EXECUTIVE
Daniel P. McCoy, County Executive

COUNTY LEGISLATURE
Andrew Joyce, Chairman

COUNTY SHERIFF
Craig D. Apple, Sheriff

CRIME VICTIMS AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE CTR.

Karen L. Ziegler, LCSWR, CASAC, Director

DISTRICT ATTORNEY
P. David Soares, Esq., District Attorney

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
CONSERVATION AND PLANNING
Kevin O’Connor, Director

BOARD OF ELECTIONS
Kathleen Donovan, Democratic Commissioner
Rachel L. Bledi, Republican Commissioner

GENERAL SERVICE
David Latina, Commissioner

HEALTH
Elizabeth F. Whalen, M.D., M.P.H., Commissioner

HUMAN RESOURCES
Jennifer Clement, Commissioner

LAW
Eugenia K. Condon, Esq., County Attorney

MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
M. David Reilly, Commissioner

MENTAL HEALTH
Stephen J. Giordano Ph.D., Director

PROBATION
William Connors, Director

PUBLIC DEFENDER
Stephen W. Herrick, Esq., Public Defender

PUBLIC WORKS
Lisa Ramundo, P.E., Commissioner

RECREATION

Vacant, Commissioner

SHAKER PLACE REAHABILITATION AND
NURSING CENTER
Larry 1. Slatky, Executive Director

SEWER DISTRICT
Angelo Gaudio, P.E., Executive Director

SOCIAL SERVICES
Michele McClave, Commissioner

VETERANS SERVICE BUREAU
Kenneth Secor, SGM USA, Director
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