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A LOCAL LAW CONCERNING THE CUTTING, REPLACING AND 
PRESERVATION OF FOREST LANDS BY COUNTY AUTHORITIES 

 
Introduced: 11/8/21 
By: Messrs. Perlee, Drake, Grimm, Langdon, Ms. Lockhart, Messrs. Mauriello, 
Tunny and Ms. Whalen 
 

SECTION 1.  

Legislative Intent.   

Trees play an essential role in the survival of our planet. Trees mitigate 
temperature fluctuation and lower air temperatures. Trees prevent soil erosion, 
regulate the hydrology of soil and groundwater levels and absorb surface water, 
preventing it from flowing into built up and paved areas that contain pollutants 
that contaminate our waterways.  Trees provide aesthetic comfort to urban 
landscapes and help delineate and buffer areas of current and future development. 
Through photosynthesis trees sequester harmful carbon dioxide and release life 
giving oxygen. Certain species which were once abundant in our County, such as 
the White Pine and Black Locust, are particularly effective at carbon sequestration. 
By regulating the e
atmosphere, trees are our planet s primary defense in the battle against global 
warming. If the present rate of tree removal and death is not addressed, we will lose 
our last tree, and with it the planet, in less than 200 years' time. It is the intent of 
this law to create a replacement protocol related to the cutting of forested lands of 
one-half acres or more owned by Albany County and to create an Albany County 
Forest Preserve which shall serve to help ensure the preservation and enhancement 
of the total amount of forest land within Albany County. 

SECTION 2.  

Protocol related to the cutting of forest lands owned by Albany County.    

No area of forested land of one-half acre or greater owned by the County shall be 
disturbed and developed unless: 

(a) an inventory of trees to be disturbed and /or removed is made and filed with the 
). The survey will 

conform with generally accepted standards of professional tree surveying and will 

greater diameter at breast height; and  



(b) 
replacement value )  using the Basic Formula Method from the Guide for Plant 
Appraisal 10th Edition by the International Society of Arboriculture; 

(c) the County Executive shall place, or cause to be placed an amount equal to two 

Replacement Reserve Fund 
purchasing replacement forest property; 

(d) upon confirmation of deposit of the replacement payment, the ASCWCD shall 
certify compliance with this section and issue an authorization to proceed with 
disturbance and/or removal.  

SECTION 3.  

Purposes of the Reserve Fund.  

Funds deposited within The Reserve Fund shall be utilized exclusively for the 
following purposes: 

(a) to purchase lands suitable for reforestation to be held  in fee simple by the 
County (b) costs directly associated with planting  said purchased lands with tree 
species known to possess high carbon dioxide sequestration capabilities;  

SECTION 4.  

Acquisition and Maintenance of Replacement Forest Property.  

No more than one year following an authorization to disturb county forest lands, the 
County Executive shall identify and caused to be purchased real property suitable 
for replacement forest. Said property shall:  

(a) be designated as Albany County Forest Preserve and shall be operated and 
maintained as natural open space in accordance with New York State General 
Municipal Law, Section 247; 

(b) be no smaller in area than two  times the area of the parcel containing the 
disturbed forest land it replaced; 

(b) be suitable for reforestation; 

(d) be located in an area of the County otherwise underserved by County facilities; 

(e) be located where it can serve as a permanent green buffer to existing or proposed 
development; 

(f) be contagious or in proximate vicinity to lands designated as County Forest 
Preserve, if applicable; 



(g) be forever kept as forest lands; 

(h) be capable of use for nature education programs, nature trails and other County 
recreation purposes. 

SECTION 5. 
 
State Environmental Quality Review Act Compliance. 
 
This County Legislature determines that the adoption of this Local Law constitutes 

State Environmental Quality 

under SEQRA. 
 
SECTION 6.  

Severability. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or other portion of this law is, for 
any reason, declared unconstitutional or invalid, in whole or in part, by any court of 
competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed severable, and such 
unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions 
of this law, which remaining portions shall continue in full force and effect. 

SECTION 7. 

Effective Date. 

This local law shall take effect upon filing with the New York Secretary of State.  
 

Referred to Conservation, Sustainability and Green Initiatives and Law 
Committees  11/8/21 
 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 53 

PU A LOCAL LAW 
CONCERNING THE CUTTING, REPLACING AND PRESERVATION OF 
FOREST LANDS BY COUNTY AUTHORITIES 

Introduced: 2/14/22 
By Mr. Perlee: 

RESOLVED, By the County Legislature of the County of Albany that a public 
hearing on proposed Local Law A LOCAL LAW CONCERNING 
THE CUTTING, REPLACING AND PRESERVATION OF FOREST LANDS BY 
COUNTY AUTHORITIES  be held remotely by the Albany County Legislature 
at 7:15 p.m. on Tuesday, March 29, 2022, with participation information to be made 
available on the Albany County website, and the Clerk of the County Legislature is 
directed to cause notice of such hearing to be published containing the necessary 
information in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.  

 
Referred to Conservation, Sustainability, and Green Initiatives and Law 

Committees  2/14/22 
 



A  
 

A LOCAL LAW ESTABLISHING THE SUSTAINABLE TECHNOLOGY AND 
GREEN ENERGY ACT STAGE ACT  
 

Introduced:  3/14/22 
By Messrs. A. Joyce, Feeney, Efekoro, Fein, Reinhardt and Simpson:  

 
BE IT ENACTED by the County Legislature of the County of Albany as follows: 

(1) Title: 

This Local law shall be known as the Sustainable Technology and Green Energy 
Act  

(2) Declaration of Legislative Findings & Intent: 

In 2019, the State of New York enacted the Climate Leadership and Community 
Protection Act (CLCPA), thereby creating one of the most ambitious and 
comprehensive climate and energy laws in the country.  The CLCPA calls for nothing 
less than the decarbonization of the NYS economy and calls on each and every 
municipality in the state to collaboratively work to significantly increase the green 
energy business infrastructure in their municipalities to the greatest extent possible.  
New York has set aggressive goals through the CLCPA, and has established a target 
of reaching a point where no less than  will 
be derived from renewable power generation by the year 2030. 

 
The Albany County Legislature finds that local municipalities are uniquely 

situated to address the climate goals noted in the CLCPA through local economic 
development efforts, which prioritize the shift towards clean renewable energy 
systems and green business that will fuel our economy in the next century.  Through 
collaborative efforts amongst neighboring municipalities, and local economic 
development agencies, Albany County intends to provide the resources through which 
business can find a partner in the fight for a healthier environment that brings long-
term job investment and employment to our community.     

 
The Albany County Legislature further finds that as our national, state, and local 

governments emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic the need for an economy driven 
by green economic development has become more apparent than ever.  Only through 
sustainable investment in long-term clean energy businesses can we hope to stem the 
tide of decades of environmental devastation brought on by a much prolonged 
dependence on petroleum-based economies.  The County Albany County Legislature 
determines that the County of Albany and its arms of municipal government can act 
as a promoter of this type of economic development and intends to commit significant 
resources to the development of green economic development projects across the 
County.   



The intention of the Albany County Legislature is to establish a [Green Economic 
Development Plan] Sustainable Technology and Green Energy Plan, which will 
invigorate and diversify the green business industry in the County of Albany for years 
to come and contribute to significant economic development, job retention, and 
development.     

(3) Definitions: 
 
(a) STAGE Plan :  shall mean the [Green Economic Development Plan] 

Sustainable Technology and Green Energy Plan within Albany County that 
is authorized and established by Section 4 this Local Law.  
 

(b) - shall mean the Commissioner of the Office of 
Management and Budget as established by Article 5, §§501 &502 of the 
Albany County Charter. 
 

(c)  Comptroller - shall mean the Albany County Comptroller as established 
by Article 4, §401 of the Albany County Charter. 

 
(d) - shall mean the County of Albany, NY.   

 
(e) - shall mean the Albany County Executive as 

established by Article 3, §§ 301 & 302 of the Albany County Charter. 
 
(f) Director - shall mean the Director of the Albany County Department of 

Economic Development, Conservation, and Planning as established by 
Article 11, §§1101 & 1102 of the Albany County Charter.  

 
(g)  p - shall mean a project undertaken by 

local development agencies (as defined herein) which is for the purpose of 
improvement of economic development, job retention, job growth, or 
business growth within the  County.    

 
(h) -  shall mean any entity that is  a for-profit business 

that produces goods or provides services that benefit the environment, 
conserve natural resources, or reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Green 
businesses include, but are not limited to, corporations that manufacture, 
produce, build, engineer, service, supply, and/or distribute any product 
which produces clean energy sources or reduces emissions in other sectors 
of the economy, such as building or transportation, in order to meet local, 
state, and federal sustainability goals and contribute demonstrably to the 
green business footprint in the County.   

 
(i) -  shall mean assistance that is provided to the 

covered entity for the improvement or development of real property, 



economic development, job retention and growth, or other similar purposes 
that is provided either (i) directly by the County, or (ii) indirectly by local 
economic development agencies.  Financial assistance as defined in this 
section shall include, but not be limited to: grants, bonds, financing, real 
property tax abatements or exemptions (including, but not limited to, 
abatements or exemptions from real property taxes, mortgage recording 
taxes, sales and uses taxes, or payments in lieu of taxes).   

 
(j) ocal Economic Development Agencies - shall mean an entity that 

has been constituted and/or established to provide or administer economic 
development benefits on behalf of the County including, but not limited to 
: (i) a not-for profit local development corporation established pursuant 
Section 1411 of the New York State Not-For Profit Corporation Law; (ii) an 
industrial development agency established pursuant to Sections 856 and/or 
903-b of the New York State General Municipal Law; or (iii) any urban 
development corporation as defined by the New York State Urban 
Development Corporation Act and/or a public benefit corporation as 
authorized by the laws of New York. [authorized to be established pursuant 
to NYS Law which is a state entity. ] 
 

(4) Green Economic Development Plan Established: 
 
(a) The Albany County Legislature hereby establishes an economic 

development program within Albany County, which shall hereinafter be 
known as the Sustainable Technology and Green Energy Plan (the 
STAGE Plan STAGE Plan, is intended to contribute to the 

revitalization of the [Albany] County economy, in part, through the 
support and development of green businesses which bring innovation in 
the green energy sector and work to diversify our local green business 
community in contribution to the goals set forth in the Climate Leadership 
and Community Protection Act (CLCPA) which was adopted by the New 
York State Legislature in 2019.   
 

(b)  The Director is hereby [empowered] authorized to exercise all powers 
granted to them pursuant to Article 11, §§1101 &1102 of the Albany 
County Charter to establish and develop the STAGE Plan and encourage 
related green business economic development priorities as established by 
this local law.  The Director is encouraged to work collaboratively with the 
County Executive, Comptroller, Commissioner in the development of the 
[an economic development Plan] STAGE Plan which prioritizes the 
retention and attraction of green business in the County.      

 
(c) Included in the STAGE Plan shall be primary goals, including but not 

limited to:  



(i) the fostering of, expansion towards, and development of 
green businesses in the County of Albany; 

(ii) the development and promulgation of rules and regulations 
which are geared towards the encouragement of green 
business the County of Albany; 

(iii) the development of inter-municipal agreements as well as 
agreements with local development agencies for the 
purpose of attracting green business to the County of 
Albany and providing financial assistance thereto; and 

(iv) the prioritization of economic development projects which 
increase the amount of green business, and related 
employment opportunities created by each in the County of 
Albany. 

 
(d) In furtherance of establishing a robust economy with a thriving green 

energy sector, the Director is further authorized to take any all steps 
necessary and required to collaborate with local development agencies 
which are already established and operating in the County to support local 
economic development goals noted above.  This support includes, but in not 
limited to financial assistance to green business, and economic 
development projects as defined by this l[L]ocal l[L]aw.     

 
(e) No later than January 1, 2023, the Director shall promulgate and 

implement rules and regulations as appropriate and authorized by this 
section that are necessary required to establish the STAGE Plan.  The 
Director is authorized to work in collaboration and consultation with the 
County Executive, Comptroller, Commissioner, the Legislature, the 
Albany County Attorney, and their representatives, as deemed necessary 
and appropriate to implement the purposes of this local law.  The Albany 
County Legislature shall approve the final STAGE Plan when it is 
submitted by the Director. 

 
(f) The Comptroller and/ or the Albany County Legislature may inspect the 

records and documents related to the STAGE Plan upon written request 
to the Director and/or the County Executive.  Once a properly submitted 
written request is filed, the Director and/or County Executive must 
respond within thirty (30) business days with records which respond to a 
request related to the STAGE Plan.     
 

(5) Funding and Annual Budgetary Appropriation: 
 

(a) On an annual basis, the Director shall, in conjunction with the 
Commissioner, incorporate into the County  [ ] yearly budget 
proposal a fund or appropriation sufficient to support all purposes of this 



law including, but not limited to, the necessary community outreach to the 
green business, to provide for financial assistance as authorized by this law, 
and to encourage economic development projects prioritized by this local 
law.  
  

(b) The Commissioner of Management and Budget is further authorized 
pursuant to this local law, and consistent with Article 6 of the Albany 
County Charter and relevant New York State law, to establish  any and all 
necessary funds within each annual County budget proposal which funds 
all programs and goals as outlined in this local law. 
 

(6) SEQRA Determination: 
 

(a) The Albany County Legislature hereby determines that the adoption of this 

with respect to the same is required under SEQRA.   
 

(7) Severability: 
 

(a) If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part of this 
Local Law or the application thereof to any person individual, corporation, 
firm, partnership, entity, or circumstance shall be adjudged by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or 
judgement shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but 
shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, 
subdivision, section, or part of this law, or in its application to the person, 
individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or circumstance directly 
involved in the controversy in which such order or judgement is rendered.   
 

(8) Effective Date: 
 
(a) This Local Law shall be effective upon filing with the NYS Secretary of 

State.   

Referred to Conservation, Sustainability, and Green Initiatives and Law 
Committees  3/14/22 
 

 
 



April 19, 2022

Honorable Andrew Joyce, Chairman
Albany County Legislature
112 State Street, Room 710
Albany, New York 12207

Dear Chairman Joyce:

approval of a license agreement between Albany 

along the Albany County Helderberg-Hudson Rail Trail. The miniature art gallery is a fully 
enclosed, secure, outdoor structure presenting rotating exhibitions of contemporary art, created 
specifically for the mini-gallery

Similar in function and size to the little free libraries that can be found on the County Rail Trail
currently, the Little Art Gallery would serve as an added amenity to Rail Trail visitors. Overall, 
the structure is approximately 18 inches wide, by 24 inches deep, and 19 inches in height, and it 
will be mounted to a 6x6 post. 

The Little Art Gallery would be provided by the Art on the Rail Trail (ART) Committee of the 
Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy, and would be installed at the western side of the County Rail 

. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. If you should have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
me. 

Sincerely,

Daniel P. McCoy
Albany County Executive

cc:  Hon. Dennis A. Feeney, Majority Leader 
Hon. Frank A. Mauriello, Minority Leader
Rebekah Kennedy, Majority Counsel
Arnis Zilgme, Minority Counsel

DANIEL P. MCCOY
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

COUNTY OF ALBANY
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE

112 STATE STREET, ROOM 1200
ALBANY, NEW YORK   12207-2021
(518) 447-7040 - FAX  (518) 447-5589

WWW.ALBANYCOUNTY.COM

DANIEL C. LYNCH, ESQ.
DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE



County of Albany

Legislation Text

Harold L. Joyce
Albany County Office

Building
112 State Street - Albany,

NY 12207

File #: TMP-3282, Version: 1

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Description (e.g., Contract Authorization for Information Services):
Authorizing a license agreement with Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy for the installation of a
miniature art gallery along the Albany County Rail Trail

Date: April 15, 2022

Submitted By: Cameron Sagan

Department: County Executive’s Office

Title: Policy Analyst

Phone: 518-447-7040

Department Rep.

Attending Meeting: Cameron Sagan

Purpose of Request:

 Adopting of Local Law
 Amendment of Prior Legislation
 Approval/Adoption of Plan/Procedure
 Bond Approval
 Budget Amendment
 Contract Authorization
 Countywide Services
 Environmental Impact/SEQR
 Home Rule Request
 Property Conveyance
 Other: (state if not listed) Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING BUDGET AMENDMENTS

Increase/decrease category (choose all that apply):
 Contractual
 Equipment
 Fringe
 Personnel

County of Albany Printed on 5/4/2022Page 1 of 3

powered by Legistar™



File #: TMP-3282, Version: 1

 Personnel Non-Individual
 Revenue

Increase Account/Line No.: Click or tap here to enter text.
Source of Funds: Click or tap here to enter text.
Title Change: Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING CONTRACT AUTHORIZATIONS

Type of Contract:
 Change Order/Contract Amendment
 Purchase (Equipment/Supplies)
 Lease (Equipment/Supplies)
 Requirements
 Professional Services
 Education/Training
 Grant

 Choose an item.
Submission Date Deadline Click or tap to enter a date.

 Settlement of a Claim
 Release of Liability
 Other: (state if not listed)  Click or tap here to enter text.

Contract Terms/Conditions:

Party (Name/address):
Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy
425 Kenwood Ave, Delmar, NY 12054

Additional Parties (Names/addresses):
Click or tap here to enter text.

Amount/Raise Schedule/Fee: Click or tap here to enter text.
Scope of Services: Click or tap here to enter text.

Bond Res. No.: Click or tap here to enter text.
Date of Adoption: Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING ALL REQUESTS

Mandated Program/Service:  Yes No
If Mandated Cite Authority:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Is there a Fiscal Impact:  Yes No
Anticipated in Current Budget:  Yes No

County of Albany Printed on 5/4/2022Page 2 of 3
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File #: TMP-3282, Version: 1

County Budget Accounts:
Revenue Account and Line:  Click or tap here to enter text.
Revenue Amount:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Appropriation Account and Line:  Click or tap here to enter text.
Appropriation Amount:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Source of Funding - (Percentages)
Federal: 0
State: 0
County: 0
Local: 100

Term
Term: (Start and end date) May 16, 2022
Length of Contract: Click or tap here to enter text.

Impact on Pending Litigation  Yes No
If yes, explain:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Previous requests for Identical or Similar Action:
Resolution/Law Number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Date of Adoption: Click or tap here to enter text.

Justification: (state briefly why legislative action is requested)
The Little Art Gallery is a fully enclosed, secure, outdoor structure presenting rotating exhibitions of contemporary art.
Similar in size and function to a little free library, the Art Gallery would serve as an added amenity to Rail Trail visitors.
The Art Gallery would be provided by the Art on the Rail Trail (ART) Committee of the Mohawk Hudson Land
Conservancy, and would be installed at western side of the Rail Trail’s intersection of Hudson Avenue and Adams Street
in Delmar through this license agreement.
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Little Art Gallery on the Albany County Helderberg-Hudson Rail Trail 

The Little Art Gallery is a fully enclosed, secure, outdoor structure presenting rotating exhibitions of 
contemporary art for Rail Trail visitors.  Akin to little free libraries, the Gallery is a box-like structure mounted on 
a post, with a viewing window that will face the Rail Trail. Exhibitions are miniature in scale and designed 
specifically for the Gallery, with an eye towards family-friendly content that embraces themes germane to the 
Rail Trail.  The Little Art Gallery aims to be an exemplary miniature gallery among the growing international 
community of such galleries, both in design and programming. 

Location 
Sited on the west side of the intersection of Hudson Avenue and Adams Street 

Installation and target opening 
August, 2022.  s was engaged for the 
little library now at the Slingerlands trail head. 

Nature of exhibitions and art 
Original, hand-made works of art, created specifically for the mini-gallery. Artwork content will be suitable for 
general audiences.  Didactic information will take the form of a small text sign attached to the side of the 
Gallery, with a QR code that links to the  website.  There is also 
other mini-art galleries. 

Artist qualifications and selection 
Primarily non-students within 100 miles of the Capital District chosen by ART subcommittee members through 
a submission process.  Free submissions through a web-based form.  A proposed stipend of $200 for each 
participating artist, funded by MHLC ART Committee funds.  Traveling loan shows from other mini-galleries is 
also a possibility. 

Promotion and community impact 
In addition to ongoing in-person enjoyment, the Gallery will be featured on Instagram and other social media, 

 

The Structure 
The Little Art Gallery will be a high-quality structure with an exemplary design for miniature galleries.  Working 
with architect Geoff Hamburg, ART has created plans for a unit with a two-level pitched roof with a viewing 
window that is 22 inches wide with a Lexan window.   Overall, the structure is approximately 24 inches wide by 
18 inches deep and 24 inches in height.  It will be mounted to a 6 x6 post.   The unit will be constructed by an 
accomplished carpenter, with quality details and minimal, but tasteful decoration.   See attached plan.     

Surround 
Ideally, the Little Art Gallery will be a few steps off the trail, and would benefit from a stone or similar platform 
for viewers to stand on when enjoying the exhibitions.    

Other 
Possibly the inclusion of solar spotlights for nighttime security, and greenery in the surround.  The door to the 
Gallery will be fastened with locking bolts, and the structure will be removeable from the post by ART staff if 
repairs are needed.   ART will maintain the gallery.    

Contact: 

Charles Duncan, ART Committee member:   

ART Website:  https://www.mohawkhudson.org/art 

April 18, 2022 



May 12, 2022

Honorable Andrew Joyce, Chairman
Albany County Legislature
112 State Street, Room 710
Albany, New York 12207

Dear Chairman Joyce:

The Office of the Albany County Executive is requesting authorization to enter into a Letter of 
Resolution agreement with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, NYS 
Office of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation, and Siemens Industry, Inc. to define 
mitigation measures required to offset construction in the Watervliet Shaker Historic District. After 
conversation with the Historic District, the agreed upon mitigation measures include the following: 
(1) The site will be documented in its current condition; (2)  Siemens Industry Inc. will fund 
replacement of the roof on the Shaker Meeting House at the Church Family Site at a cost of up to 
$35,000; and (3) Siemens Industry Inc. will use pollinator plants and native grasses in and around 
the solar array.

If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely

Daniel P. McCoy
Albany County Executive

cc: Hon. Dennis Feeney, Majority Leader
Hon. Frank Mauriello, Minority Leader
Rebekah Kennedy, Majority Counsel
Arnis Zilgme, Minority Counsel

DANIEL P. MCCOY
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

COUNTY OF ALBANY
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE

112 STATE STREET, ROOM 1200
ALBANY, NEW YORK   12207-2021
(518) 447-7040 - FAX  (518) 447-5589

WWW.ALBANYCOUNTY.COM

DANIEL C. LYNCH, ESQ.
DEPUT Y COUNT Y EXECUTIVE



County of Albany

Legislation Text

Harold L. Joyce
Albany County Office

Building
112 State Street - Albany,

NY 12207

File #: TMP-3343, Version: 1

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Description (e.g., Contract Authorization for Information Services):
Request to Execute Letter of Resolution with New York State Pursuant to the Albany County Solar
Project

Date: 5/12/2022

Submitted By: Lucas Rogers

Department: County Executive

Title: Analyst

Phone: 518-447-5566

Department Rep.

Attending Meeting: Laura DeGaetano

Purpose of Request:

 Adopting of Local Law
 Amendment of Prior Legislation
 Approval/Adoption of Plan/Procedure
 Bond Approval
 Budget Amendment
 Contract Authorization
 Countywide Services
 Environmental Impact/SEQR
 Home Rule Request
 Property Conveyance
 Other: (state if not listed) Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING BUDGET AMENDMENTS

Increase/decrease category (choose all that apply):
 Contractual
 Equipment
 Fringe
 Personnel

County of Albany Printed on 5/12/2022Page 1 of 3
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File #: TMP-3343, Version: 1

 Personnel Non-Individual
 Revenue

Increase Account/Line No.: Click or tap here to enter text.
Source of Funds: Click or tap here to enter text.
Title Change: Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING CONTRACT AUTHORIZATIONS

Type of Contract:
 Change Order/Contract Amendment
 Purchase (Equipment/Supplies)
 Lease (Equipment/Supplies)
 Requirements
 Professional Services
 Education/Training
 Grant

 Choose an item.
Submission Date Deadline Click or tap to enter a date.

 Settlement of a Claim
 Release of Liability
 Other: (state if not listed) >ĞƚƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�ZĞƐŽůƵƚŝŽŶ

Contract Terms/Conditions:

Party (Name/address):
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation

Additional Parties (Names/addresses):
1<6�2IILFH�RI�3DUNV�5HFUHDWLRQ�DQG�+LVWRULF�3UHVHUYDWLRQ

Additional Parties (Names/addresses):
6LHPHQV�,QGXVWU\��,QF�

Amount/Raise Schedule/Fee: Click or tap here to enter text.
Scope of Services: Letter of Resolution with New York State to establish mitigation
measures to address the ‘adverse impact’ on the Watervliet Shaker Historic District as determined by the NYS 2IILFH�RI
3DUNV�5HFUHDWLRQ�DQG�+LVWRULF�3UHVHUYDWLRQ

Bond Res. No.: Click or tap here to enter text.
Date of Adoption: Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING ALL REQUESTS

County of Albany Printed on 5/12/2022Page 2 of 3
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File #: TMP-3343, Version: 1

Mandated Program/Service:  Yes No
If Mandated Cite Authority: NYS SHPO

Is there a Fiscal Impact:  Yes No
Anticipated in Current Budget:  Yes No

County Budget Accounts:
Revenue Account and Line:  Click or tap here to enter text.
Revenue Amount:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Appropriation Account and Line:  Click or tap here to enter text.
Appropriation Amount:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Source of Funding - (Percentages)
Federal: Click or tap here to enter text.
State: Click or tap here to enter text.
County: Click or tap here to enter text.
Local: Click or tap here to enter text.

Term
Term: (Start and end date) Click or tap here to enter text.
Length of Contract: Click or tap here to enter text.

Impact on Pending Litigation  Yes No
If yes, explain:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Previous requests for Identical or Similar Action:
Resolution/Law Number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Date of Adoption: Click or tap here to enter text.

Justification: (state briefly why legislative action is requested)
The Office of the Albany County Executive is requesting authorization to enter into a Letter of Resolution agreement with
the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, NYS Office of Parks Recreation and Historic
Preservation, and Siemens Industry, Inc. to define mitigation measures required to offset construction in the Watervliet
Shaker Historic District. After conversation with the Historic District, the agreed upon mitigation measures include the
following: (1) The site will be documented in its current condition; (2)  Siemens Industry Inc. will fund replacement of the
roof on the Shaker Meeting House at the Church Family Site at a cost of up to $35,000; and (3) Siemens Industry Inc. will
use pollinator plants and native grasses in and around the solar array.
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DRAFT LETTER OF RESOLUTION FOR
MITIGATION OF ADVERSE IMPACTS ON CULTURAL RESOURCES ASSOCIATED WITH 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ALBANY COUNTY SOLAR PROJECT
AMONG

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation;
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation; and

Albany County; and Siemens Industry, Inc.

21PR01812

WHEREAS, Siemens Industry, Inc. intends to build the 1.872 MW DC solar project on 
approximately five-acres of a 33.90-acre parcel located at 897 Watervliet shaker Rd. ; and 

WHEREAS, the Project requires coverage under a State Pollution Discharge Elimination System General 
Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activity (GP-0-20-001) issued by the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation (Department) for the Project; and

WHEREAS, the Department has consulted with the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and 
Historic Preservation (OPRHP) in accordance with Section 14.09 of the New York State Parks Law of 
1980, 9 NYCRR Part 428 and the existing intra-agency Letter of Resolution; and

WHEREAS, Siemens Industry, Inc. has completed historic, prehistoric and archeological reviews,
surveys, and investigations throughout the project impact area (PIA) for the Project; and

WHEREAS, The Archaeology Unit 

Archeological Investigation, Albany Radar Tower Site Solar, Watervliet Shaker Road and Airline Drive, 
Town of Colonie, Albany County, New Yo
(21SR00616; September 2021). and concurs with the report recommendation that no additional 
archaeological work is necessary. 

WHEREAS, the proposed Project is sited in the Watervliet Shaker Historic District which is listed on the 
New York State and National Registers of Historic Places (Historic District); and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the introduction of the solar array will have an Adverse Impact 
on the historic district; and the Department, OPRHP, Siemens Industry Inc. and the County all seek to 
avoid said impact; and

WHEREAS, avoidance of impacts to the Watervliet Shaker Historic District is unavoidable; and

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with the NEW YORK STATE PARKS, RECREATION AND
HISTORIC PRESERVATION LAW, the Department, OPRHP, and Siemens Industry Inc. and the 
County agree that the Project may proceed subject to the stipulations set forth below:

STIPULATIONS
1. The site will be documented in its current condition 

2. Siemens Industry Inc. Shall fund replacement of the roof on the Shaker Meeting House at the Church 
Family Site at a cost of up to $35,000 (Attachment B map, photo, estimate)



3. Siemens Industry Inc. will use pollinator plants and native grasses in and around the solar array 
(Attachment C Landscape Plan)

4. Other Terms and Conditions:

Modifications, amendments, or termination of this agreement as necessary shall be accomplished 
by the signatories in the same manner as the original agreement.

Disputes regarding the completion of the terms of this agreement shall be resolved by the 
signatories.

The signatories agree that by execution of this agreement the Department has satisfied its requirements 
for compliance with Section 14.09 of the New York State Parks Law of 1980 and 9 NYCRR part 428.

NYS Department for Environmental Conservation

_____________________________________________________________       Date: _______________
Charles E. Vandrei
Agency Historic Preservation Officer

NYS Office of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation

_____________________________________________________________       Date: _______________
Daniel Mackay
Deputy Commissioner 

Siemens Industry Inc. 

_____________________________________________________________       Date: _______________

Name: _______________________________________________________

Title: ________________________________________________________

County of Albany

_____________________________________________________________       Date: _______________

Name: _______________________________________________________

Title: ________________________________________________________



Attachment A

State Historic Preservation Office/
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

Human Remains Discovery Protocol
(August 2018)

If human remains are encountered during construction or archaeological investigations, the New York 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) recommends that the following protocol is implemented:

Human remains must be treated with dignity and respect at all times. Should human remains or suspected 
human remains be encountered, work in the general area of the discovery will stop immediately and the 
location will be secured and protected from damage and disturbance.

If skeletal remains are identified and the archaeologist is not able to conclusively determine whether they 
are human, the remains and any associated materials must be left in place. A qualified forensic
anthropologist, bioarchaeologist or physical anthropologist will assess the remains in situ to help 
determine if they are human.

No skeletal remains or associated materials will be collected or removed until appropriate consultation 
has taken place and a plan of action has been developed.

The SHPO, the appropriate Indian Nations, the involved state and federal agencies, the coroner, and local 
law enforcement will be notified immediately. Requirements of the corner and local law enforcement will 
be adhered to. A qualified forensic anthropologist, bioarchaeologist or physical anthropologist will assess 
the remains in situ to help determine if the remains are Native American or non-Native American.

If human remains are determined to be Native American, they will be left in place and protected from 
further disturbance until a plan for their avoidance or removal can be generated. Please note that 
avoidance is the preferred option of the SHPO and the Indian Nations. The involved agency will consult 
SHPO and the appropriate Indian Nations to develop a plan of action that is consistent with the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) guidance. Photographs of Native American 
human remains and associated funerary objects should not be taken without consulting with the involved 
Indian Nations.

If human remains are determined to be non-Native American, the remains will be left in place and 
protected from further disturbance until a plan for their avoidance or removal can be generated. Please 
note that avoidance is the preferred option of the SHPO. Consultation with the SHPO and other 
appropriate parties will be required to determine a plan of action.

To protect human remains from possible damage, the SHPO recommends that burial information not to 
be released to the public.



Siemens Industry Inc. shall submit this documentation to Albany County for submission to OPRHP 
through the CRIS website at: https://cris.parks.ny.gov for review and approval. The material should be 
submitted to the existing CRIS project file 21PR01812. 





May 18, 2022

Honorable Andrew Joyce, Chairman
Albany County Legislature
112 State Street, Room 710
Albany, New York 12207

Dear Chairman Joyce:

The Office of the Albany County Executive is requesting the Legislature adopt the determination under 
SEQR that the proposed Albany County Solar Array project will not have a significant impact on the 
environment.  The project consists of a lease of approximately 5 acres of County-owned property at 897 
Watervliet Shaker Road to Siemens Industries LLC for the installation of a 1.87MW solar farm that will 
produce power for Albany County through a power purchase agreement. 

The project was determined to be a Type I Action under SEQRA due to the location of the site within the 
Watervliet Shaker Historic District and the County took steps to establish lead agency, coordinate a 
review with involved agencies, and complete all necessary site studies. As part of its review process the 
County has reviewed Part 1 of the Full Environmental Assessment Form and comments from the State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). The County also completed a viewshed analysis, Phase 1 
Archaeological Investigation, landscape plan, tree inventory, carbon sequestration analysis and a draft 
site plan. 

In consultation with SHPO, an historic preservation mitigation plan was developed to offset the potential 
visual impacts of this project.  The measures were incorporated into the project and included in a Letter 
of Resolution (LOR). These measures include: (1) Document the site in its current condition; (2) Fund 
the replacement of the roof of the Meeting House on the Church Family site at a cost of up to $35,000 to 
be paid by Siemens Industry Inc.; (3) Use pollinator plants and native grasses in and around the perimeter 
fence of the solar array. These plants will help screen the array from drivers on Watervliet Shaker Rd. 
and multi-use path users. Based on these and other factors, we are requesting the Legislature adopt the 
determination under SEQR that the project will not have a significant impact on the environment.

If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely

Daniel P. McCoy
Albany County Executive

DANIEL P. MCCOY
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

COUNTY OF ALBANY
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE

112 STATE STREET, ROOM 1200
ALBANY, NEW YORK   12207-2021
(518) 447-7040 - FAX  (518) 447-5589

WWW.ALBANYCOUNTY.COM

DANIEL C. LYNCH, ESQ.
DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE



cc: Hon. Dennis Feeney, Majority Leader
 Hon. Frank Mauriello, Minority Leader 
 Rebekah Kennedy, Majority Counsel 
 Arnis Zilgme, Minority Counsel 
 



County of Albany

Legislation Text

Harold L. Joyce
Albany County Office

Building
112 State Street - Albany,

NY 12207

File #: TMP-3344, Version: 1

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Description (e.g., Contract Authorization for Information Services):
Request to Adopt a Negative SEQR Declaration for the Albany County Solar Project

Date: May 17,2022

Submitted By: Lucas Rogers

Department: CEO

Title: Analyst

Phone: 518-447-5566

Department Rep.

Attending Meeting: Laura DeGaetano/Michael McLaughlin

Purpose of Request:

 Adopting of Local Law
 Amendment of Prior Legislation
 Approval/Adoption of Plan/Procedure
 Bond Approval
 Budget Amendment
 Contract Authorization
 Countywide Services
 Environmental Impact/SEQR
 Home Rule Request
 Property Conveyance
 Other: (state if not listed) Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING BUDGET AMENDMENTS

Increase/decrease category (choose all that apply):
 Contractual
 Equipment
 Fringe
 Personnel
 Personnel Non-Individual
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File #: TMP-3344, Version: 1

 Revenue

Increase Account/Line No.: Click or tap here to enter text.
Source of Funds: Click or tap here to enter text.
Title Change: Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING CONTRACT AUTHORIZATIONS

Type of Contract:
 Change Order/Contract Amendment
 Purchase (Equipment/Supplies)
 Lease (Equipment/Supplies)
 Requirements
 Professional Services
 Education/Training
 Grant

 Choose an item.
Submission Date Deadline Click or tap to enter a date.

 Settlement of a Claim
 Release of Liability
 Other: (state if not listed)  Click or tap here to enter text.

Contract Terms/Conditions:

Party (Name/address):
Click or tap here to enter text.

Additional Parties (Names/addresses):
Click or tap here to enter text.

Amount/Raise Schedule/Fee: Click or tap here to enter text.
Scope of Services: Click or tap here to enter text.

Bond Res. No.: Click or tap here to enter text.
Date of Adoption: Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING ALL REQUESTS

Mandated Program/Service:  Yes No
If Mandated Cite Authority:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Is there a Fiscal Impact:  Yes No
Anticipated in Current Budget:  Yes No

County Budget Accounts:
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File #: TMP-3344, Version: 1

Revenue Account and Line:  Click or tap here to enter text.
Revenue Amount:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Appropriation Account and Line:  Click or tap here to enter text.
Appropriation Amount:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Source of Funding - (Percentages)
Federal: Click or tap here to enter text.
State: Click or tap here to enter text.
County: Click or tap here to enter text.
Local: Click or tap here to enter text.

Term
Term: (Start and end date) Click or tap here to enter text.
Length of Contract: Click or tap here to enter text.

Impact on Pending Litigation  Yes No
If yes, explain:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Previous requests for Identical or Similar Action:
Resolution/Law Number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Date of Adoption: Click or tap here to enter text.

Justification: (state briefly why legislative action is requested)
The Office of the Albany County Executive is requesting the Legislature adopt the determination under SEQR that the
proposed Albany County Solar Array project will not have a significant impact on the environment.  The project consists
of a lease of approximately 5 acres of County-owned property at 897 Watervliet Shaker Road to Siemens Industries LLC
for the installation of a 1.87MW solar farm that will produce power for Albany County through a power purchase
agreement.

The project was determined to be a Type I Action under SEQRA due to the location of the site within the Watervliet
Shaker Historic District and the County took steps to establish lead agency, coordinate a review with involved agencies,
and complete all necessary site studies. As part of its review process the County has reviewed Part 1 of the Full
Environmental Assessment Form and comments from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). The County also
completed a viewshed analysis, Phase 1 Archaeological Investigation, landscape plan, tree inventory, carbon
sequestration analysis and a draft site plan.

In consultation with SHPO, an historic preservation mitigation plan was developed to offset the potential visual impacts
of this project. The measures were incorporated into the project and included in a Letter of Resolution (LOR). These
measures include: (1) Document the site in its current condition; (2) Fund the replacement of the roof of the Meeting
House on the Church Family site at a cost of up to $35,000 to be paid by Siemens Industry Inc.; (3) Use pollinator plants
and native grasses in and around the perimeter fence of the solar array. These plants will help screen the array from
drivers on Watervliet Shaker Rd. and multi-use path users. Based on these and other factors, we are requesting the
Legislature adopt the determination under SEQR that the project will not have a significant impact on the environment.
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determined that no archaeological sites were identified in the survey and no additional 
archaeological work is necessary.  

Given the location in the Watervliet Shaker Historic District, SHPO requested a site plan and 
Visual Impact Assessment to analyze the impact Historic/Cultural resources.  Based on these 
documents, it was determined that the undertaking could have substantial visual impacts on the 
Historic District as it would potentially be visible from the West and South Family Farms 
(developed), the Shaker Cemetery and the Church Family Property and are incongruous with the 
Historic District setting.  Field visits by County staff both in leaf-off and leaf-on conditions 
documented that existing elevations and existing vegetation significantly screen the site from the 
areas of Historic/Cultural concern.   

In consultation with SHPO, an historic preservation mitigation plan was developed to offset the 
potential visual impacts of this project.  The measures were incorporated into the project and 
included in a Letter of Resolution (LOR). These measures include: 

 Document the site in its current condition 
 Fund the replacement of the roof of the Meeting House on the Church Family site at a 

cost of up to $35,000 to be paid by Siemens Industry Inc. 
 Use pollinator plants and native grasses in and around the perimeter fence of the solar 

array.   
 

On this basis, it appears that the project will not have a significant impact on the environment 
related to archaeological and historic resources.   

 
17. Consistency with Community Plans -  Solar farms are not currently allowed in Commercial 

with the Town of Colonie and made the Town aware of the proposed project on County property. 
The project is consis
renewable energy projects to address climate change.  
 
On this basis, it appears that the project will have no significant impact on community plans.  
 
18. Consistency with Community Character  The land uses immediately adjacent to the 
project site are offices, open field and forest, and Shaker era structures. There are no other solar 
installations in the vicinity. A desktop Visual Impact Analysis was completed and site visits were 
made at different times of year to assess the visual impact. There will be limited impact on the 
community character as the panels will not be visible from a large area. The majority of visibility 
will be from a small section of roadway. There is also currently a radar tower and associated 
building on the site.  Native plantings along the perimeter will help screen the array from drivers 
on Watervliet Shaker Rd. and multi-use path users.   
 
On this basis, it appears that the project will not have a significant impact on the environment 
related to community character.  


















































































































































































































































