
RESOLUTION NO. 133 

 

DESIGNATING MARCH 2016 AS “IRISH-AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH” 

IN ALBANY COUNTY 

 

 Introduced:  3/14/16 

 By Messrs. Clenahan, R. Joyce, A. Joyce, Bullock, Clay, Commisso, Ms. 

Cunningham, Mr. Higgins, Ms. Lekakis, Messrs. Mackey, Mayo, Ms. 

McKnight, Messrs. Miller, Signoracci, Simpson, Smith, Touchette, Ward, Ms. 

Willingham, Messrs. Beston, Burgdorf, Ms. Chapman, Messrs. Crouse, 

Dawson, Domalewicz, Ethier, Feeney, Fein, Grimm, Hogan, Ms. Lockart, Mr. 

Mauriello, Ms. McLean Lane, Messrs. Mendick, O’Brien and Reinhardt: 

 

 WHEREAS, The first Irish emigrants arrived in America as early as 1621, 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, Irish Americans fought for our independence, and their 

signatures adorn our founding documents - James Smith, George Taylor, Matthew 

Thornton, and Charles Thomson, four of the individuals who signed the Declaration 

of Independence, were Irish born and nine other signers were of Irish ancestry, and  

 

 WHEREAS, Nine of the generals who served under General Washington 

during the American Revolution were Irish born, and  

 

 WHEREAS, Commodore John Barry of County Wexford, Ireland, served 

brilliantly in the Continental Navy and is widely regarded as the father of the 

American Navy, and  

 

 WHEREAS, When famine ravaged Ireland in the 1840s and 1850s, many 

Irish women and men sought a new beginning in the United States, and though 

they faced poverty and discrimination, these immigrants transformed our cities, 

served in our Armed Forces, and settled the frontiers of our young Nation, and  

 

 WHEREAS, Beginning at the time of the potato blight and famine in Ireland 

in 1845, over 700,000 Irish immigrants came to the United States during the 1840's, 

900,000 during the 1850's, and over 300,000 in each decade through 1910, and  

 

 WHEREAS, Irish Americans participated heavily in the industrial and 

economic development of America during the nineteenth century, building our cities 

and canals and the railroads that expanded the Nation to the West, and  

 

 WHEREAS, The Irish contributed greatly to the development and growth of 

the labor movement in the United States, including the Mollie Maguires, Terence 



Vincent Powderly, Mary Harris "Mother" Jones, Peter McGuire, Matthew Maguire, 

Mary Kennedy O'Sullivan, George Meany, Mike Quill, and John Sweeney, and  

  

 WHEREAS, Nearly 150,000 natives of Ireland served in the Union forces 

during the Civil War, and the Irish Brigade fought courageously in several Civil 

War battles including Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Yorktown, 

Gaines Mill, Allen's Farm, Savage Station, White Oak Bridge, Glendale, Malvern 

Hill, Gettysburg, and Bristow Station, and  

 

 WHEREAS, Irish Americans have made numerous contributions to the arts 

and sports, as exemplified by the achievements of William Kennedy, F. Scott 

Fitzgerald, Kate Chopin, Eugene O'Neill, John Kennedy Toole, Helen Hayes, 

Georgia O'Keefe, Maureen O'Hara, Jack Nicholson, George Carlin, John L. Sullivan, 

Connie Mack, Ben Hogan, and many others, and  

 

 WHEREAS, Irish Americans, including Kathryn Sullivan, the first American 

woman to walk in space, and Christa Corrigan McAuliffe, America's first school 

teacher in space who perished on the Challenger mission, have bravely served as 

America's pioneers in space, and  

 

 WHEREAS, More than 200 Irish Americans have been awarded the 

Congressional Medal of Honor and 22 American Presidents and countless political 

leaders have been of Irish ancestry, now, therefore be it  

 

 RESOLVED, By the Albany County Legislature that the month of March 

2016 is designated as “Irish-American Heritage Month” in Albany County, and, be it 

further  

 

 RESOLVED, That the Albany County Legislature asks all Albany County 

residents to observe this month by celebrating the contributions of Irish Americans 

to our County, State and Nation, and, be it further  

 

 RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the County Legislature is directed to forward 

certified copies of this resolution to the appropriate County Officials. 

 

 Adopted by unanimous vote.  3/14/16 


