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Health Committee Meeting Agenda January 30, 2020

CURRENT BUSINESS:

1. APPROVING PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES

2. AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH BETTER HEALTH OF 

NORTHEAST NEW YORK INC. REGARDING CRISIS 

STABILIZATION SERVICES

3. AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH NORTHEAST CAREER 

PLANNING REGARDING EDUCATIONAL AND CAREER SERVICES
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Honorable Andrew Joyce and Members of the Albany County Legislature: 

  

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 

 

 The Health Committee of the Albany County Legislature met on October 30, 

2019. Chairman R. Joyce, Messrs. Cahill, Domalewicz, Ms. Lekakis, Mr. Ward, and 

Ms. Willingham were present. Messrs. Drake, Hogan, and Ms. McLean Lane were 

excused. The following items were discussed and/or acted upon:  

 

Approving Previous Meeting Minutes: Unanimously approved. 

 

1. Authorizing the Submission of a Grant Application to the New York State 

Department of Health Regarding the Healthy Neighborhoods Program: The 

Commissioner of the Albany County Department of Health requested 

authorization to submit a grant application to the New York State Department 

of Health regarding the Healthy Neighborhoods Program. After brief 

discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to move the proposal forward 

for legislative action with a favorable recommendation. 

 

2. Authorizing an Agreement with BlueShield of Northeastern New York 

Regarding the National Diabetes Prevention Program: The Commissioner of 

the Albany County Department of Health requested authorization to enter into 

an agreement with BlueShield of Northeastern New York regarding the 

aforementioned grant funds in the amount of $50,000 annually for a three-year 

term commencing January 1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2022, for a total 

grant award of $150,000. After brief discussion, the Committee voted 

unanimously to move the proposal forward for legislative action with a 

favorable recommendation. 

 

3. Authorizing an Agreement with Catholic Charities Regarding the Provision of 

Substance Abuse Treatment Services: The Director of the Albany County 

Department of Mental Health requested authorization to enter into an 

agreement with Catholic Charities regarding peer engagement and open 

access services for individuals with substance abuse and narcotic addiction 

related issues in the amount of $157,500 for a term commencing January 1, 

2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief discussion, the Committee 

voted unanimously to move the proposal forward for legislative action with a 

favorable recommendation. 

 

4. Authorizing an Agreement with Capital Counseling Regarding the Provision 

of Gambling Addiction Treatment Services: The Director of the Albany County 

Department of Mental Health requested authorization to enter into an 

agreement with Capital Counseling regarding services for individuals with 

compulsive gambling addiction in the amount of $246,413 for a term 
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commencing January 1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief 

discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to move the proposal forward 

for legislative action with a favorable recommendation. 

 

5. Authorizing an Agreement with Senior Hope Counseling Regarding the 

Provision of Supervised Outpatient Treatment Services: The Director of the 

Albany County Department of Mental Health requested authorization to enter 

into an agreement with Senior Hope Counseling, Inc. for the provision of 

chemical dependency counseling and treatment services for individuals over 

the age of fifty years in the amount of $228,074 for a term commencing January 

1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief discussion, the Committee 

voted unanimously to move the proposal forward for legislative action with a 

favorable recommendation. 

 

6. Authorizing an Agreement with St. Peter’s SPARC Regarding the Provision of 

Community Residential and Case Management Services: The Director of the 

Albany County Department of Mental Health requested authorization to enter 

into an agreement with St. Peter’s Addiction Recovery Center (SPARC) 

regarding the provision of community residential services, case management, 

education and prevention services to individuals with substance abuse and 

narcotic addiction in the amount of $329,829 for a term commencing January 

1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief discussion, the Committee 

voted unanimously to move the proposal forward for legislative action with a 

favorable recommendation. 

 

7. Authorizing an Agreement with Trinity Alliance Regarding Intensive 

Residential Treatment Services: The Director of the Albany County 

Department of Mental Health requested authorization to enter into an 

agreement with Trinity Alliance of the Capital Region, Inc. regarding the 

provision of intensive residential adult treatment for individuals with chemical 

dependencies in the amount of $388,651 for a term commencing January 1, 

2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief discussion, the Committee 

voted unanimously to move the proposal forward for legislative action with a 

favorable recommendation. 

 

8. Authorizing an Interdepartmental Agreement Regarding Single Point of 

Access Services: The Director of the Albany County Department of Mental 

Health requested authorization to enter into an agreement with the Albany 

County Department for Children, Youth and Families for the provision of 

health home care management, clinic, and single point of access services for 

individuals with mental health issues in the amount of $308,007 for a term 

commencing January 1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief 

discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to move the proposal forward 

for legislative action with a favorable recommendation. 
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9. Authorizing an Agreement with Capital Area Peer Services Regarding Peer 

Advocacy and Support Services: The Director of the Albany County 

Department of Mental Health requested authorization to enter into an 

agreement with Capital Area Peer Services for the provision of peer support 

and inpatient diversion services for individuals with mental health issues the 

amount of $416,827 for a term commencing January 1, 2020 and ending 

December 31, 2020. After brief discussion, the Committee voted unanimously 

to move the proposal forward for legislative action with a favorable 

recommendation. 

 

10. Authorizing an Agreement with Community Maternity Services Regarding the 

Provision of Case Management Services: The Director of the Albany County 

Department of Mental Health requested authorization to enter into an 

agreement with Community Maternity Services regarding the provision of 

support services for children with mental illness or emotional disturbance, as 

well as their families, in the amount of $123,315 for a term commencing 

January 1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief discussion, the 

Committee voted unanimously to move the proposal forward for legislative 

action with a favorable recommendation. 

 

11. Authorizing an Agreement with Equinox Regarding Supportive Housing 

Services: The Director of the Albany County Department of Mental Health 

requested authorization to enter into an agreement with Equinox, Inc. for the 

provision of health home care management, supported housing, personal 

recovery oriented systems (PROS), and family support services for individuals 

with mental health issues in the amount of $963,262 for a term commencing 

January 1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief discussion, the 

Committee voted unanimously to move the proposal forward for legislative 

action with a favorable recommendation. 

 

12. Authorizing an Agreement with the Homeless and Travelers Aid Society 

Regarding Supportive Housing Services: The Director of the Albany County 

Department of Mental Health requested authorization to enter into an 

agreement with the Homeless and Travelers Aid Society for the provision of 

diversion, outreach, supported housing, and representative payee services to 

individuals with mental illness in the amount of $455,105 for a term 

commencing January 1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief 

discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to move the proposal forward 

for legislative action with a favorable recommendation. 

 

13. Authorizing an Agreement with the Mental Health Empowerment Project 

Regarding Homeless Peer Advocacy Services: The Director of the Albany 

County Department of Mental Health requested authorization to enter into an 
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agreement with the Mental Health Empowerment Project regarding the 

provision of homeless peer advocacy services for individuals with mental 

illness in the amount of $112,753 for a term commencing January 1, 2020 and 

ending December 31, 2020. After brief discussion, the Committee voted 

unanimously to move the proposal forward for legislative action with a 

favorable recommendation. 

 

14. Authorizing an Agreement with Northeast Career Planning Regarding 

Educational and Career Services: The Director of the Albany County 

Department of Mental Health has requested authorization to enter into an 

agreement with Northeast Career Planning (The Workshop) for the provision 

of Personal Recovery Oriented System and vocational services to individuals 

with mental health issues and developmental disabilities in the amount of 

$365,427 for a term commencing January 1, 2020 and ending December 31, 

2020. After brief discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to move the 

proposal forward for legislative action with a favorable recommendation. 

 

15. Authorizing an Agreement with Parsons Family and Children Center 

Regarding Crisis Intervention Services: The Director of the Albany County 

Department of Mental Health requested authorization to enter into an 

agreement with Parsons Child and Family Center regarding the provision of 

crisis services, advocacy, recreation, and vocational services to children with 

mental illness in the amount of $898,890 for a term commencing January 1, 

2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief discussion, the Committee 

voted unanimously to move the proposal forward for legislative action with a 

favorable recommendation. 

 

16. Authorizing an Agreement with Rehabilitation Support Services Regarding 

Supportive Housing and Outreach Services: The Director of the Albany County 

Department of Mental Health requested authorization to enter into an 

agreement with Rehabilitation Support Services for the provision of supported 

housing, personal recovery oriented system services, transportation, and 

mental illness and chemical addiction services for individuals with mental 

health issues in the amount of $3,732,065 for a term commencing January 1, 

2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief discussion, the Committee 

voted unanimously to move the proposal forward for legislative action with a 

favorable recommendation. 

 

17. Authorizing an Agreement with St. Anne Institute Regarding Day Treatment 

and Vocational Services: The Director of the Albany County Department of 

Mental Health requested authorization to enter into an agreement with St. 

Anne Institute regarding the provision of day treatment and vocational 

services for children with mental illness and emotional disturbance in the 

amount of $161,394 for a term commencing January 1, 2020 and ending 
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December 31, 2020. After brief discussion, the Committee voted unanimously 

to move the proposal forward for legislative action with a favorable 

recommendation. 

 

18. Authorizing an Agreement with Pearl Street Counseling Regarding Outpatient 

Treatment Services: The Director of the Albany County Department of Mental 

Health requested authorization to enter into an agreement with Pearl Street 

Counseling regarding the provision of medically supervised outpatient 

treatment for individuals with chemical dependencies in the amount of 

$373,293 for a term commencing January 1, 2020 and ending December 31, 

2020. After brief discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to move the 

proposal forward for legislative action with a favorable recommendation. 

 

19. Authorizing an Agreement with Hope House Regarding Residential Treatment 

Services: The Director of the Albany County Department of Mental Health 

requested authorization to enter into an agreement with Hope House, Inc. 

regarding the provision of residential and case management services for 

individuals with chemical dependencies in the amount of $2,959,263 for a term 

commencing January 1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief 

discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to move the proposal forward 

for legislative action with a favorable recommendation. 

 

20. Authorizing an Agreement with Hospitality House Regarding Intensive 

Substance Abuse Treatment Services: The Director of the Albany County Department of 
Mental Health requested authorization to enter into an agreement with Hospitality House T.C., 
Inc. regarding residential care services for individuals with chemical dependencies in the amount 

of $947,557 for a term commencing January 1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief 

discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to move the proposal forward 

for legislative action with a favorable recommendation. 

 

21. Authorizing an Agreement with Equinox Regarding Outpatient Treatment 

Services: The Director of the Albany County Department of Mental Health 

requested authorization to enter into an agreement with Equinox, Inc. 

regarding the provision of outpatient substance abuse services to individuals 

with chemical dependencies in the amount of $449,307 for a term commencing 

January 1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief discussion, the 

Committee voted unanimously to move the proposal forward for legislative 

action with a favorable recommendation. 

 

22. Authorizing an Agreement with Capital Region BOCES Regarding Substance 

Abuse Prevention Services: The Director of the Albany County Department of 

Mental Health requested authorization to enter into an agreement with 

Capital Region BOCES regarding the provision of school-based substance 

abuse intervention services for individuals with chemical dependencies, with a 
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focus on prevention, in the amount of $152,254 for a term commencing January 

1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2020. After brief discussion, the Committee 

voted unanimously to move the proposal forward for legislative action with a 

favorable recommendation. 

 

23. Authorizing an Agreement with Addictions Care Center Regarding 

Community Residential and Case Management Services: The Director of the 

Albany County Department of Mental Health requested authorization to enter 

into an agreement with Addictions Care Center of Albany regarding the 

provision of intensive residential services, case management, education and 

prevention services to individuals with substance abuse and narcotic addiction 

in the amount of $1,672,215 for a term commencing January 1, 2020 and 

ending December 31, 2020. After brief discussion, the Committee voted 

unanimously to move the proposal forward for legislative action with a 

favorable recommendation. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

THE HEALTH COMMITTEE 

 

RAYMOND F. JOYCE, Chairperson WANDA F. WILLINGHAM 

TODD A. DRAKE 

CHARLES CAHILL JR. 

GARY DOMALEWIECZ  

LYNNE LEKAKIS 

ALISON MCLEAN LANE 

SEAN WARD 

BRIAN HOGAN 
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County of Albany

Legislation Text

112 State Street
Albany, NY 12207

File #: TMP-1337, Version: 1

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Description (e.g., Contract Authorization for Information Services):
Contract Renewal for Behavioral Health Stabilization Services

Date: December 24, 2019

Submitted By: Mark Gleason

Department: Mental Health

Title: Operations Analyst

Phone: 518-477-3014

Department Rep.

Attending Meeting: Dr. Stephen Giordano, Director of Mental Health

Purpose of Request:

☐ Adopting of Local Law

☐ Amendment of Prior Legislation

☐ Approval/Adoption of Plan/Procedure

☐ Bond Approval

☐ Budget Amendment

☒ Contract Authorization

☐ Countywide Services

☐ Environmental Impact/SEQR

☐ Home Rule Request

☐ Property Conveyance

☐ Other: (state if not listed) Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING BUDGET AMENDMENTS

Increase/decrease category (choose all that apply):

☐ Contractual

☐ Equipment

☐ Fringe

☐ Personnel

☐ Personnel Non-Individual

County of Albany Printed on 1/13/2020Page 1 of 3

powered by Legistar™
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File #: TMP-1337, Version: 1

☐ Revenue

Increase Account/Line No.: Click or tap here to enter text.

Source of Funds: Click or tap here to enter text.
Title Change: Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING CONTRACT AUTHORIZATIONS

Type of Contract:
☐ Change Order/Contract Amendment

☐ Purchase (Equipment/Supplies)

☐ Lease (Equipment/Supplies)

☐ Requirements

☐ Professional Services

☐ Education/Training

☐ Grant

 Choose an item.

Submission Date Deadline Click or tap to enter a date.
☐ Settlement of a Claim
☐ Release of Liability
☒ Other: (state if not listed) Contract Renewal

Contract Terms/Conditions:

Party (Name/address):
Better Health for Northeastern New York 1275 Broadway Albany, NY 12204

Additional Parties (Names/addresses):
Click or tap here to enter text.

Amount/Raise Schedule/Fee: $223,352

Scope of Services: Albany county Department of Mental Health will provide behavioral

health stabilization services to individuals in Albany County to prevent unnecessary hospitalizations.

Bond Res. No.: Click or tap here to enter text.

Date of Adoption: Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING ALL REQUESTS

Mandated Program/Service:  Yes ☐ No ☒
If Mandated Cite Authority:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Is there a Fiscal Impact:  Yes ☒ No ☐

Anticipated in Current Budget:  Yes ☒ No ☐

County of Albany Printed on 1/13/2020Page 2 of 3

powered by Legistar™
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File #: TMP-1337, Version: 1

County Budget Accounts:
Revenue Account and Line: A143140.03492

Revenue Amount: $223,352

Appropriation Account and Line: A94310.1.12205

Appropriation Amount:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Source of Funding - (Percentages)
Federal: Click or tap here to enter text.
State: 100%
County: Click or tap here to enter text.
Local: Click or tap here to enter text.

Term
Term: (Start and end date) 2/1/2020-12/31/2020

Length of Contract: 11 months

Impact on Pending Litigation  Yes ☐ No ☒
If yes, explain:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Previous requests for Identical or Similar Action:
Resolution/Law Number: 21

Date of Adoption: 2/11/2019

Justification: (state briefly why legislative action is requested)
Albany County Department of Mental Health is requesting to renew the contract with Better Health of Northeastern
New York to provide behavioral crisis stabilization services in the community and reduce unnecessary hospitalizations
(Better Health Crisis Project).  The goal of the Better Health Crisis Project is to provide needed, readily accessible
behavioral health services to Medicaid and uninsured Medicaid eligible individuals in a community setting during a crisis
and prevent unnecessary hospitalization. ACDMH (Albany County Department of Mental Health) will provide Crisis
Stabilization services on a 24/7 basis.  ACDMH Social Workers will provide crisis stabilization services to patients who are
experiencing an acute psychotic episode or who are behaviorally unstable who may potentially be referred to a hospital

emergency room. ACDMH Social Workers engaged 1836 patients in 2019 within the Better Health Crisis Project.

County of Albany Printed on 1/13/2020Page 3 of 3
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County of Albany

Legislation Text

112 State Street
Albany, NY 12207

File #: TMP-1342, Version: 1

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Description (e.g., Contract Authorization for Information Services):
Contract Authorization for Northeast Career Planning

Date: December 30, 2019

Submitted By: Mark Gleason

Department: Mental Health

Title: Operations Analyst

Phone: 518-447-3014

Department Rep.

Attending Meeting: Stephen Giordano, Ph.D.

Purpose of Request:

☐ Adopting of Local Law

☐ Amendment of Prior Legislation

☐ Approval/Adoption of Plan/Procedure

☐ Bond Approval

☐ Budget Amendment

☒ Contract Authorization

☐ Countywide Services

☐ Environmental Impact/SEQR

☐ Home Rule Request

☐ Property Conveyance

☐ Other: (state if not listed) Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING BUDGET AMENDMENTS

Increase/decrease category (choose all that apply):

☐ Contractual

☐ Equipment

☐ Fringe

☐ Personnel

☐ Personnel Non-Individual

County of Albany Printed on 1/13/2020Page 1 of 3
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File #: TMP-1342, Version: 1

☐ Revenue

Increase Account/Line No.: Click or tap here to enter text.

Source of Funds: Click or tap here to enter text.
Title Change: Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING CONTRACT AUTHORIZATIONS

Type of Contract:
☐ Change Order/Contract Amendment

☐ Purchase (Equipment/Supplies)

☐ Lease (Equipment/Supplies)

☐ Requirements

☐ Professional Services

☐ Education/Training

☐ Grant

 Choose an item.

Submission Date Deadline Click or tap to enter a date.
☐ Settlement of a Claim
☐ Release of Liability
☒ Other: (state if not listed) Pass through of New York State Office for People with Developmental

Disabilities (OPWDD) funds

Contract Terms/Conditions:

Party (Name/address):
Northeast Career Planning 339 Broadway Menands, NY 12204

Additional Parties (Names/addresses):
Click or tap here to enter text.

Amount/Raise Schedule/Fee: $435,985

Scope of Services: Provides supported education, PROS (Personalized Recovery Oriented

Services), innovative rehabilitation and sheltered workshop services to individuals suffering from mental illness or
developmental disabilities.

Bond Res. No.: Click or tap here to enter text.

Date of Adoption: Click or tap here to enter text.

CONCERNING ALL REQUESTS

Mandated Program/Service:  Yes ☐ No ☒
If Mandated Cite Authority:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Is there a Fiscal Impact:  Yes ☒ No ☐

County of Albany Printed on 1/13/2020Page 2 of 3
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File #: TMP-1342, Version: 1

Anticipated in Current Budget:  Yes ☒ No ☐

County Budget Accounts:
Revenue Account and Line: A34322.03490

Revenue Amount: $435,985

Appropriation Account and Line: A94322.44441

Appropriation Amount: $435,985

Source of Funding - (Percentages)
Federal: Click or tap here to enter text.
State: 100%
County: Click or tap here to enter text.
Local: Click or tap here to enter text.

Term
Term: (Start and end date) 1/1/2020-12/31/2020

Length of Contract: 12 Months

Impact on Pending Litigation  Yes ☐ No ☒
If yes, explain:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Previous requests for Identical or Similar Action:
Resolution/Law Number: 19-496

Date of Adoption: 11/12/2019

Justification: (state briefly why legislative action is requested)
This contract authorization provides pass through funding for Northeast Career Planning from NYS Office for People with
Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) for the provision of the following programs; Supported Education, PROS
(Personalized Recovery Oriented Services), Sheltered Workshop and Innovative Rehabilitation. Supported Education is a
mobile community program which assists individuals with mental illness in choosing, acquiring and maintaining
educational goals. PROS (Personalized Recovery Oriented Services), is a comprehensive recovery-oriented program for
individuals with severe and persistent mental illness.  The Sheltered Workshop program provides adults the opportunity
to be gainfully employed while in a supportive and structured environment. The workshop employees complete
production tasks for various manufacturing contracts while improving work skills. Innovative rehabilitation is a vocation
program for adolescents designed to provide work training and clinical support services for those youth with poor
academic performance and social adjustment.  28 clients were served by these programs in 2019.  Northeast Career
Planning was awarded this contract by OPWDD.  This appropriation is anticipated in the 2020 budget and no County

share is associated with this contract.
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